Wilson Area School District

2040 Washington Boulevard

Easton, PA  18042


GANG POLICY

The Wilson Area School District recently adopted a “Gang Policy.”  The purpose of this new policy is to provide a safer learning and working environment for students and employees. The presence of gang activity, and or deviant behavior threatens the safety of the school environment. It is the District’s policy to prohibit on school property or at any school activity the following:
1. The wearing, possessing, using, distributing, displaying, or selling of clothing, jewelry, badge, emblem, or other item that is evidence or membership in, or affiliation with, a gang or hate group.

2. The use of any speech, either verbal or non-verbal, (gestures, handshakes, etc.) which shows membership in, or affiliation with, a gang.

Violations of this policy will result in disciplinary actions, which may include suspensions and/or expulsion.
AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK
Schools and communities across the nation will join together to celebrate American Education Week from November 11 through November 17, 2007. The theme of this 86th annual observance, “Great Public Schools: A Basic Right and Our Responsibility” reflects the calling upon America to provide students with quality public schools so that they can grow, prosper, and achieve in the 21st century. More information can be found at www.nea.org/aew
The National Education Association sponsors American Education Week along with the U.S. Department of Education with a yearly goal of encouraging all segments of the community to work together to ensure a quality education for all students. When families are involved in their children’s education in positive ways, the children’s chances of success increase dramatically. 

Parents are strongly encouraged to attend school classes with their students during the week. Appointments are not necessary. When you arrive at the high school, please stop in the office to pick up a visitor badge and your student will be called down to escort you to class. If your visit is during your child’s lunch, please consider joining them.

On Tuesday, November 13 the high school will dismiss at 1:05 p.m. to provide time for parent conferences. Conferences are scheduled in the afternoon only. Afternoon conferences provide a larger block of time to discuss your child’s progress. If your schedule permits, I encourage you to schedule an afternoon conference. The afternoon conferences are much less hectic and more relaxed. Conferences will be held between 1:30 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. and can be scheduled by contacting the guidance office at 484-373-6040. Evening conferences are held – but appointments are not scheduled. These conferences are limited to five minutes to accommodate as many parents as possible. If you are unable to meet a particular teacher or desire a longer conference, forms to request phone contact by a teacher are available at teacher reception tables and in the main lobby.

The feature event of American Education Week at the high school is our Open House held November 13 from 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. Principal Martuscelli and Assistant Principal Chromey will host a ‘meet and greet’ from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Report cards will be distributed in the main lobby beginning at 6:15 p.m. 

Upon receipt of the report card, parents are encouraged to tour the building and meet with their children’s teachers. Light refreshments will be available in the cafeteria compliments of our Family and Consumer Science classes. American Education Week is an excellent opportunity to visit the high school, meet with teachers, and spend time with your sons and daughters. 

MIDDLE STATES

The Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools is a non-profit organization, which provides evaluations and accreditation to schools. The United States Secretary of Education as the primary accrediting agency in the region recognizes the Middle States Association. Wilson Area High School is due for a formal evaluation in the fall of 2008. The first step in preparing for the upcoming evaluation is compiling survey information from teachers, students, and parents. We would greatly appreciate students and parents accessing our web site www.wilsonareasd.org and clicking into the link for the Middle States survey. Thank you in advance for taking the time to complete this survey.

Gym Absences

If your child misses a gym class they must provide the gym teacher with a medical note or the class must be made up. This procedure also applies to when your child leaves during the day for an appointment. When the student is out for an appointment they must return the “pink” form to the office, and a separate medical note from the doctor to the gym teacher. 
Excessive Absenteeism

 Excessive absenteeism shall constitute absences exceeding five (5) days for the first half of the school year and a total of ten (10) days after the midpoint of the year. Doctors' excuses will be required for all absences and lateness if a student is excessively absent.  Parents will be notified when doctors' excuses are required.

(Cell Phone Policy

Please remind your sons/daughters that cell phones must be kept off in student lockers during the instructional day. The use of cell phones allows parents to communicate more conveniently with their children before and after school, but the use during the school day is extremely disruptive to the educational environment of the school. Any student possessing a cell phone anywhere other than the student locker will receive a suspension. Please reinforce this expectation with your students to prevent disciplinary consequences.

Pay Phones

 Pay phones have been placed in the building for student use. Phones are to be used during lunch or study periods with reasonable limits to the amount of time permitted. Students are not permitted to use school business phones except in the case of extreme emergency. Appointments, calling work, retrieving schoolwork, etc. do not constitute an acceptable reason. Students are not permitted out of class to use phones.  
4SIGHT TESTING

All freshmen, sophomore, and junior students will be administered the 4Sight benchmark assessment test several times throughout the school year. These tests are used to evaluate our overall school curriculum and to determine if individual students are in need of remediation in the academic standards. Students in need of remediation may be assigned to receive tutoring in the Math Lab, work with a peer tutor, and /or scheduled for Developmental Math/Reading courses in the 07/08 school year. 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

In addition to the graduation requirements of the District, students must complete the state requirements of a graduation project and demonstrate proficiency in the academic standards. Seniors who were not proficient or advanced on the PSSA test must demonstrate proficiency by completing the appropriate work in Study Island. Seniors who are on-track to graduate (passing required courses, completed graduation project, proficient on PSSA testing) will be permitted to arrive at school two hours later than normal on the 4Sight testing days – Nov. 19, Jan.29, April 1. Seniors who are not on-track to graduate must report to school at normal time to work on those requirements. 

VEHICLE SAFETY

For safety reasons, vehicles are not permitted to stop on Warrior Lane at dismissal to pick up students. We ask that parents use the designated pick-up location to wait for students after school. The pick-up location is the small parking lot at the corner of Warrior Lane and Butler Street.

IMPORTANT DATES: Homecoming; October 20, Last Day for Senior Pictures in Yearbook; October 19
PSAT testing; October 20, End of Marking Period; October 31; Senior Day; October 27










